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Celebration Commemorates Historic Escape to Freedom

St. Louis, MO BTheMary Meachum Freedom Crossing Celebration will behdd on
Saturday, May 24, Noonto 5:00p.m. TheMeachumsiteisthefirst naiondly
recognized UndagroundRailroad site in the state of Missouri. Theprogram indudes a
fully cogumed re-enactment at 3:00 p.m. of the origind freedom crossing with the
Mississippi River asthenatural backdrop. This year the reenactment will also indude
wagonswith secret compartments and a posse on horses. The program will also indude
food, mudc and displays.

In the early morning of May 21, 1855a small party of freedom seekers and thar
condudors crossed the Mississippi River at St. Louis, attempting to reach Illinois and
eventudly safety. Thegrouphad started their joumey at a @epot,Cthe home of Mary
Meachum, afree woman of color and thewidow of a prominent African American
clergyman, JohnBerry Meachum Some of the group was apprehended. Amongthem
were Esther and her two children who bdonged to Henry Shaw, a prominent St. Louisan.
A detailed story of the escapewas covered in local newspapers and Henry Shaw@
records confirmed thefacts. Thuswas preserved for pogerity arare recorded example of
an UndegroundRailroad event in Missouri. In Decembe 2001,the Mary Meachum
Freedom Crossing was dedicated as pat of the Nationd Park Service Undeground
Railroad Network to Freedom Program.

- more -



Thecelebrationwill take place at the historic marker alongthe St. Louis Riverfront Trail
in North St. Louis. Thesiteis pat of The Confluence, a network of conservation,
heritage and recreation attractionsalong America@® Great Riversin the heart of the bi-
state St. Louisregion. This linked system of parks, historic sites, interpretive canters and
multi-use trailsis being developed by a uniquepartnership of publc and private agendies.

This event is presented and hoged by Grace Hill AmeriCorps Trail Range's with suppott
from The Confluence Partnership, City of St. Lous, Elantas, Grace Hill Settlement
House, Grossman Iron and Steel, Gunthe Salt, Lange Stegmann, Missouri Community
Service Commission, Nationd Black Tourism Network and The Honorable Dionne
Flowers.

Directions Theevent will take place at the Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing alongthe
Riverfront Trail. Take Hwy 70to Addaide Exit and go east toward the River to Hall
Street. Turn rightand coninueonHall Street! mileto Prairie (look for thelarge
Riverfront Trail sign), turn left on Prairie and follow throughthefloodwall to the parking
area. Cycligts are encouraged to park ther cars at the Biddle Plaza entrance to the
Riverfront Trail (at Biddle and LeonorK. Sullivan) and pedd three milesto thesite along
theRiverfront Trail.

For more information on the Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing Cel ebration, contact
DougEller, Grace Hill Settlement House, at 314584-6703.
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The Confluence is a network of congervation, heritageandrecreation attractionsalong
America@ Great Riversin the heart of the bi-state St Louis region. This linked system of
parks, historic sites, interpretive centers and multi-use trailsis being developad by a
uniquepartnership of public and private agendes. The goal of the Confluence
Partnership isto reconnet people to the Mississippi, Missouri, andlllinois Rivers.



